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constrained, not many weeks after the dictator came into power,
to permit the use of electricity (Le Temps, September 3, 1940).
III. The Marshal's Trump Cards
It would be idle to try to conceal or minimize the gravity of the
situation facing Marshal Petain; if immediate measures had not
been taken it would have meant famine and rioting.
But neither should we under-value the trump cards in his hands,
trumps that no French Government before him had ever had at its
disposal.
i. THE PRESTIGE OF MARSHAL PETAIN
Marshal Petain at the moment of his accession to power already
disposed of a first and very strong trump card in the shape of his
personal prestige. For all Frenchmen he is the great Soldier,
the victor of Verdun, the man who has always set his duty and the
interests of France before his own private interests.
Had he not some months earlier accepted the thankless task of
representing France in Franco Spain? Had he not just assumed
the responsibilities of power at an age when he has a right to rest,
and in circumstances as tragic as any in the history of the country?
Did he not consent to the supreme sacrifice of his pride by negotiat-
ing an armistice with the vanquished of yesterday, the conqueror
of to-day?
And this popularity continued to grow, while the position of
France became worse and worse. Each tour of the Marshal in.
the free zone has been the occasion of indescribable manifestations
of enthusiasm. Since Boulanger, Clemenceau, and Briand, no one
had known such popularity in France.
The crowds eagerly buy busts and portraits of Marshal Petain,
and special arrangements must be made to have them approved for
issue by the censorship.
The most curious point, and perhaps the one most significant
of the confusion of the French nation, is that as the popularity of
General de Gaulle increases the people always join their two names
in common homage. Inscriptions chalked on every wall will
contain both names; they will come together on every lip. If we
look for an explanation of this paradox it may no doubt be found
in the fact that General de Gaulle is the symbol of external, and
Marshal Petain of internal, resistance to the enemy.
Be that as it may, it is certain that Marshal Petain was able, and
is still, perhaps, able, to get the people of France to accept measures
or reforms they would never have tolerated from anyone else.
Faith in P6tain was the dogma of the new regime.